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319 Archer Street
New Westminster, B.C.
May 17, 1999

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305)
Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Re: Docket No. 98N-1038 Irradiated Foods

The National Council of Women of Canada is on record as opposing Irradiated Foods as being
unnecessary for food preservation and detrimental to health.

The frequent assumption by both our governments that processes and/or additives affecting our
food supply are safe until proven otherwise is foolish in the extreme. Given this attitude by those
who should be protecting our food supply it is imperative that the public be given the knowledge
and thus the choice to avoid such doubtful food products. You should perhaps remember one
definition of an expert is someone who knows more and more about less and less. This can lead to
tunnel vision.

Since a number of reports indicate that irradiated foods cause health problems it is doubly
important that they be labelled.

Sincerely yours

f’thu/y/-éZ’W‘“’

Florence M. Erwin, B.Sc.
President
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Food and Drug Administeation Canapla. V324 Y€3
5630 Fishory Lane, Room 106)
Rockville, MD 20852

&¢e. Docket No. 98N-1038 [readissed Food:

¢ Over 70% of Canadians will not knowingly purchase irradiated foods. We havs the right of freedom
of choice, and therofore, all Nukefood, including ingrecignts must be iaboled In large boid print,
“Treatsd with Radiation".

e Talntad meat Is the irradiation industry’s primary hope for rescue from its bleak financial outlook.
The millions of dollars spent on public relations will never convince thinking Mothers they should
purchase Nukefood, be it culled “cold pastourization” cr any other name.

¢ To Stop Deadly llinesses we muss feed our pouttry and feed animals unedulterated healthy diets,
Clean Up the Mcat Production Process and Slaughtering Practices. 1t {s that simple. There 18 no
need for radiation-expossd food! There are many safe, (meaning “causing no harm™) cheaper and
raqre viable altemstives, Le. Competitive Baoterial Exclusion @ $1 per animal, Michael Doyle.
University of Guorgia, Steam Pasteurization Cargill In...,- Minneapolls, High Temperature Forced
Alr, Dole Foods - Hawali, Ozone by the nation s elecn ic witliries. .as well as heas, oold, and infrared!

® Canads’s Data-base shows benzena and toluene incresring with the radiation dose-rate. The U 8
Distnct of Columbia ruled that the FDA may not pernt the use of any food additive that is
carCinogpnic, regardiess of the Tevel. Benzene formaiiim is groatest In high protein 100ds such as
meals and poultry, which indusTry I fer irred ation. frradiation generatos approximately 30
parts per million (ppm)eadiolytic products. 0.4 Regiswer, 1988. Cancer may be caused by ! (ppm)

¢ 80% of Children developed abnormal cells within a tw> week trial. This study has never been refutod
in s credible medical journal. Effects of Feading Yrraditted Wheat to Malncunshed Children,
National Instituie of Nutrition, Indion Cowmcil of Medizal Research - Indio

¢ In June, 1938 the Decatur, Ceorgis plant experienced en accident cavging u ieak of cesium-137 at
Radiation Sterllizers Inc. Ten workers were exposed. One truckload of smpty milk containers was
tound to have spots of comamination. If the plant had specialized in irradiuting food products, they
could have been oonsumed before tho leak was discovared. Clesnup costs were sevaral million
doliary over several years. Those sccidents have been sommon occurrences in this devastaling
mdustyy aad theie socidents also ocour m linear seoelcrator facilities.
Even (f electron beam scoslertors are used, they can be converted 16 Cobalt or Cesium facilities.
Refer o “Radimtion-Induced Cancer from Low-Dose Exposurs: An Indepondent Analysis” by John
Gofman, M.D., Ph.D. Committee for Nuclear Respondidility, Inc. There is no safs dose or dose-rate!

¢ Scientific data proves damage to all ypocies from coasumption of irrediated foods. Experimental rats
Tod redianed food showed Impalrment or Toss of fentiity, abnormal eyes, blindness, death from
mastive hemorrhages, and severe heart attacks, etc. Chiof of FDA Review of Lradisted Food, Mdarcia
van Gemert, Ph.D. chaired the FDA's review of studiys. as well a8 the studies conducted for Atomic
Encrgy Canads Ltd. She stated in hor letter of October 19, 1993 to Assemblyman Joan Kelley of
New Jarsey that, “the studies did not prove safecy of irradisted foods.”

®  The fgsteat industry today is Organic f00ds, fres from Urradiation, genetic erigineering, and
E—Tﬁ%\!{d‘ ue With sale, hxlgﬁll, nutritious foods harmonicus and compaetible with our

y Rmctions. “Safety” is the vital issus here Scleaee without health respomsibility cen w0
louger bs tolernted by aa lntelligont soclety.

Sinceraly yours

Jor safe fosds, Nome Slgneture ) / -
Florenee 1T Eraim W// W
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